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‘BritisH NATION. 


Saturday, Septenaber 29. 1711. 


S$. The Vices of the Times encreafe 

upon us, and the Reformation of 

Our Manners is the jaft Concern of 

‘every Honeft Man; fo are the Vices of our 


_ Commerce grown upon us in thefe Ages of 


War to fuch a Degree, that really they call 
aloud upon us all, to reform the Abvfes 


_ that grow up into pra@ice among us; 1’i] 


enumerate a few of thofe Evils, which want 
to be taken Notice of ; I‘may enlarge up- 
on them at leifure. 


Stock-Jobbing isa Peavour ripen’d wp to 
a Plague, and carries with it a mortal, 
andi fear, an incurable Contagion: Ic be- 


gan ‘with Triffes, it has {preadits Yafe@ien 
now, like Pharaob’s Frogs, into our Pallga 
ces, Gompting-Houfes,and Bed-Chambers ; 
It has fi0’d us with noifom and odious 
Stench, flowing from the infe@ted Breath 
of thofe, who tho’ the Plague be upon them 
appear ia Publick, By a Moifom: Stench, i 
mean the conftanc Sharping,. Trickiog, 
Cucting, aod Shuffling ufed in chat Tradey 
that ftinks in the Noftrils of Moneft Meg,. 
aod infe@&s the Nation, cil it has fil’das. 
with Beggars and Bankrupts, Pasfe-proud 
Brdakers, Sharpers;: Setters, atd J kuow 
not how many Natnelefs Crafts,.to draw 
Men into the Soare, 7. ¢ Jes them into the- 
spam Secrets. 


Seeret's the Guinea Droppert, and Thimble. ~ 
Board Men, are Fools to them. 
Engroflings and Monopolies are another 


~ an Degeneracy of our Trade; of thefe J have 
—, had frequenc Examples, and the Attempt 
Be: cf the Vintners in this Cafe is one, tho” 
ee happily this has met with a kind of Succefs, 


that is hike to make both it and chemisives 
Famous [0 Meat comes outo' ine Kater, 
and-be that digs a Pit ror bis Neighbour, 
falls into it bimfelf. 

The Brewing and Dehanching of Wines 
‘to the Ruin of both Body, Soul, and Repu- 
tation—————The fir/t, In the Drinkens 5 the 
Second, In the Vintners, who were the 

~ Brewers and the Third, Of the Trade ic- 
felf-—_— Wag length FIT Wis Fraud gone’ 
among us? Jind by what aWo.iderful and 
Unexpe&ted Turn has it been Defeat: d? 

It is very-unhappy to our Trade, rmat 
yeally we have new and uoheard of «tio s 
about Honefty, crept into our Trede, and 
that pafs for Upright, Fair, Honourable 
and Juft, which in the former Ages of Com- 
merce,were reckoned down-rightCheating; 
and wouldfiave been Condemn’d as Diffic- 
nourable; and Men goto Church now, 
ferve God,* and have Peace in their Cone 
fciences in ao open general Prattice of thofe 
‘Things, -which in former Days he would 
have been hifs'd off the Change for, and 
would have blufh’d to be {cea among Mer- 
chants ; Should a Man in thofe Days have 
‘told a Piece of fham News, to raife the 
Humours of the People, thar he might fell 
his Stock 3 Should three or four agree to 
f{pread a Report of a Battle in Flanders, of 
‘of a Peace, or of Changes at Court, or of 
fuch a Paity coming in or going out, and 
then follow with their Funds and Stocks to 
fell, or their Money to buy, as the People 
are {crew’d upor down by thefe Operati- 
ons $ Should Men have dene thefe Things 
in former Days, could they have fhewn 
their Faces after it ? -—— No, no; whemit 
had been cace difcover'd, every Man would 
have ftaon’d themas Thieves and Pick. 
Pockets —— But now they do it daily, aad 
fic down at your Elbow, and laugh in your 
Face after it: And ask but one of thele 
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—— Itis ten to one but he buDies you for 


the Queftion, and tells you he is as Honeft — 


a Minas your (elf, and {corns to wrong any 
Man 3 nay, talk buc of a puor Innucent 
Uotertunate Map, that perhaps has been 
Ruin’d by thefe very Cheats, his common 
Diale& of him is, Rogue, and Villain, fur 
not paying his Debts. 

New Notions, even of Trade itfelf, pof- 
fefs now the Minds of the People in ali 
Parts, differing from thofe underftood by 
theic Anceftors, who laid the Fovadation 
of our Trade ; and differing from Reafon; 
fo that we do not think of Trade ag we 
us’d to think, nor a@ in Trade as we us’d 
to a&. é 

Heavy Dutigs, occafion’d by ‘the long 


and expeaofive: War, burthen oyr Com- © 


merce, and igorous Exaéting thofe 
Duties, Ruins nut ‘he Merchant enly, but 
the Duties themfc‘ves, and the Trade that 
fhould raife them: How many Families are 
there now in Diftreffes andExtremities, une 
der Extents, that muft perith and fiek un- 
dec’ the Method of the Demand, when the 
Demand itfelf would nut hurt them, Mad 
they had reafonable ‘Notices of the Thing, 
and weredealt within a moderate and rea- 
funable mannner ? 

The feverer the Loads are, which are 
laid upon. Trade, the. Neceffity of the State 
compelling, the more Tenderaefs ought to 
be fhewn in the ColleQing ; and as the Bafe 
of the Merchant is the Encouragement of 
Trade, the Laws which charge the Goods 
of the Merchant; ought to be Executed 
with allthe Lenity and Priviledges that 
confift with Duty to the Queen, much lefs 
ought the Taferior Officers in the Cuftoms, 
Infulr, OpprefS, and Turn and Quibble 
with the Merchants to make a Prey of them, 
aud carry on an Old Intrigue, viz. OF 
drawing the Merchants into Snares, and 
then finding them out there: Cuftom= 
Houfe Officers are to fe that no Clarde- 
ftine Trade be carty’d on; That every 
Thing n-ceffary to fecure theQueen’sDebr, 
is done: But feeking Occasions againit 
Merchants, is not the true Intent and 
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now, if he thinks himfelf an Honeft Min 
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raife fo much Money as1s. 6d. per} on 
the Quantity formerly Imported, would 
have rais’d, and yet at the fame Time it is 
mot pretended that there is lefs Pepper 
Imported, in proportion to that diffe- 
fence. 

The Vigilance therefore of Officers in 


 -vericies make Trefpaties, and bring Men 
into Snares: The. End of the Law is to 
bring the Thing to be ‘done, not to make it 
 difficaletodo, or to bring the Merchant 
* Into private Miichiefs in the doing ir. 


_ The many and bigh Taxes or Duties 
we have, upon Importation, tho’ there is 
an unhappy Neceility for the Thing in ge- 
neral, occafion’d by the prefent Circum- 


_- ftances of the Nation, yet I muft own thofe 
__ high Duties, put People upon Hazarding, 


Contriving, and Attempting Conceal- 
ments, and thofe Concealments call for 


‘theVigilance and Dexterity ofthe Officers, 


_ todete@ and prevent them 3 nor do I write 
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fn the: leaft to d'feourage the Officers of 
the Cuftoms in che p:rformance of their 
Duty 3 for the effeGual feeuring the Pay- 
meat of the Duties and Cuftomson Mer- 
chandizes, is not only ferviceeable to the 
Government, as it affifts in Levying ne- 
ceflary Taxes, but it is fervicesble to Trade 
itfelf, in as much as Clandeftine Trade is 
always Fatal and Deftruétive to fair Trade, 
and the unequal Paying of Cuftoms, is a 
Damage aad Difcouragement to the Mer- 
Chants ausame Nay, even tho’ a Tax laid 
on any particular Import, were Rui- 
nous to that Branch of Trade, yet were 
it always beft, that this Tax were paid by 
all the Trade, than that fome fhould pay 
it, and others go free. 

Some Taxes when laid, are wholly de- 
feated by this Pra&ice of Running the 
Goods ; and the Duties on Pepper now faid, 
I believe are a Difcovery of the Truth of it 
————No Man will pretend, that the Mo- 
ney rais'd by the Pepper, fince the new 
High-Duty of 1% 64. per upon it, caa 


their Dury, and the preventing Clande- 
ftine Trade, isnot the Thing I complain 
of ; but the Diligence and Officiou{nets of 
the Officers out of their Duty, is the Grie- 
vance; whereby they perplex Trade, are 
vexatious to the Merchants, and heap 
Difccuragements and Difficulties upon the 
fair Traders, who labour under Burcthens 
enough already. 


The fair Merchant is the fupport, not o€ 
Duties and Cuftoms only, but of Trade and 
Butinefs in General ; and as the Laws are 
tender of thefe, fo it isthe Duty of all thofe, 
to whom the Receiving and Charging the 
Taxes and Impofts upon thei: Goods is coms 
mitted by che Government, to difcharge 
that Traft with as much fafety aad eafe to 
the Merchants, as poffible’: Nor indeed 
does the Grievance Iie in the Commiffioe 
hers of the Caftoms, but in the under 
Officers.Employ’d by them, who ‘caonot, 
or rather will not, diftinguith between the 
Fair and the Clandefliae Merchant; and by 
wrong Reprefentiog to theic Superiour 
Officers, often caufe the former to be as 
unkindly Treated asthe latter; and the 
like in relation to Bonds and Securities, 
which the Havock that has been lately 
made among Merchants, aod I muft own, 
I think without Caufe, bas made appear to 
be an infupportable Grievance ; of which 
more in our next. 
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Me ffieurs Brook and Helier of Lon- 
don, Merchants, who do now give fuch 
eneral Satisfaétion ia Retailing their New 
atural Portugal Wines in the faid City, 
(being the beft that have come from Fortu- 
gi for many Years paft) have for the more 
effeétual fupplying the other Parts of the 
Kingdom, caus’d Ships to Sail dire@ly from 
Portugal to the following Places, where 
they are Acriv’d with the like Natural 
Wines, being the only New Wines that are 
wove there, or can Arrive this Seafom 5. which 
Wines azeto be fold by the following Per- 
fons, in the refpe&ive Places, viz. By Mr. 
Barts. Avent in Plymouth ; Mc fheurs Fames 
and Jobu ‘Arnold in Poit{mouth; Mefhieurs 
ames Wakeman, and Fobn Negus in Yar- 
mouth ;Mr. Fofeph Taylor of Wysbich in Lynn 
R gis Mr.Crowlein Hull; Mr. Fof. Stone 
in Gainsborough 5 Mr. William ProZor in 
Newcafile upon Tynes. Note, the Price, 
vite. The Viana Wines at 14 1. per Hogthead 
oratss- 4d. per Gallon, and the Oporto 
Wines at 167. per Hogfhead, or 6s. per 
Gallor. 
R Stoughton, Aporbecary, in Southwark 
* havirg fome Time Jince, by order of a 
Merchart, jent 50 Dozen of bis Cordial Elixir 
to Sweden, bas lately receiv’d Advices that 
Kumbers of People finding it a great Prefer- 
ver of Health, drink it every Morning : And 
further to afure it is fo, bath 4 Cereificate from 
thence, Thai ( 80 rhe Per fon’s bef? Knowledge 
tnd Obfervation) rot one who tock it bath bad 
whe Difeafe 5 and many are of Opinion it barb 
teen of ‘great Ufe in (hopping the Progvefs of 
it, He hath alfo a Cerificate from on 
board 4 Ship at Famaic.t, That after 6 or 7 of 
the Men diedin 24 Hours cf a Malignant Di- 
ftemper, the Captain bimfelf (fearing Le fhould 
lofc al] bis Ate gnve the ref, whe were fciz’d, 
plentifuly.of (kis Elixir (which for many Years 
ke tock with bim) and ip God's Bh {fing ox-it, 
fav'd every Man after, He mor only willing, 
bur defirous this may be publifh’d for tke Good 
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without it, The Cer ti ; 
Gentlemen may fee if they pl baie § 
XS” Several Boxes are juft now -fent 
gain inte Sweden. and I bear the Czar’s ; 
ficians have order’d it into the Army, 
fome Merchants would fend it into 
mark, it might do much geod there, and: 
Profit to the Senuer. " 
$uft Publifh’d (many Thoufands of the for 
Editioas axe fold in a little time,) 
R. Marten’s Seventi. Edition of hig 
Book-and Second Edition of his Ape — 


pendix, concerning Secret Difeafes, both — 
compriz'd in One Volume, with Amendments, — 
aod many hundred Additions : It being 
the laft he will ever writes and it is pree 
fumed, contains as much any can writeon 
that Subjeét, for the Benefit of Patients all 
the Degres and Symptoms, Ways of Cons 
tra@ing, certaio Signs difcovering,Natura 
Kinds, and Cure, being fhewns asalfothe 
Ufe and Abufe of Mercury 5, Milchiefs: by q 
Quacks, Effeéts of ill Cures, Seminal Weak= 
neffes, and all other Secret Infirmities in 
both Sexes relating to that Infe@ion, 
Sc, are from Reafon and long Experience — | 
explicated ‘and dete@ed 5 neceflary for the 
Perufal of all that have, or ever had the 
leaft Injury that Way, and. value the 
Health and Welfare of themfelvesand Po. 
fterity ; that Diftemper, if not totelly 
eradicated, proving dangerous as well ag 
oonoxious. The whole interfpers’d with 
Prefcriptions, Odferyations, Hiltories, Lete 
ters, and Proofs of many remarkable Cafeg 
and Cures. By fobs Marten, Surgeom 
Sold at his Houle in Aatton-Gardem ; a8 ala 
fo by N. Crouch in the Poultsy, Ae Berte/= 
worth on London-Bridge, P. Varrene at Seo 
neca’s Head in the Strand, C, King in Weft. 
minfter- Hall, M. Atkins ic $+. Paul’s Church. 
Yard, Bookfellers, and D, Leach in the 
Lissle Old Baily. Pr. Bound 7 5..6d, 
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Prin'ed for and fold by Yobn Baker atthe Blach.Boy 


Paser-Nofler Row. 171%. 


